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to contain pus, blood, or other liquid, this must be opened or lanced to permit drainage. A long opening should be made at the lowest part of the swelling, flushed with an antiseptic solution and further drainage permitted.
THRUSH
Thrush is a disease affecting the frog of the foot. It is probably an inflammation of the glands contained in the frog. Thrush is seen chiefly in the heavy draft horses of the cities, but may occur anywhere when conditions are favorable. Dampness, insanitary stables, and improper paring of the frog when shoes are applied are thought to be causes. Thrush affects the hind feet most, but no reason can be given for this.
The principal symptom is an especially offensive odor, the frog being soft with a sticky discharge oozing from the cleft. This softens the horny part of the frog and adds to the foul odor. When the frog is almost destroyed, lameness may result. The offensive odor and soft moist frog are sure indications of thrush.
All the diseased or softened part of the frog should be pared away until the healthy tissues are reached. Then wash the foot with a mild antiseptic solution. Dry the bottom part of the hoof, after which a piece of oakum or absorbent cotton soaked in pine-tar is placed againyt the affected part of the frog. This may be kept in position at least for a few hours by bandaging the foot with a clean bran sack. Place the animal in a clean stall and provide plenty of dry bedding. A day or two later the foot should be dressed again in the same manner. Dry quarters and cleanliness will bring about a cure.
FOUNDER OR LAMINITIS
The structure of a horse's foot is much more complicated than that of man. The wall of the hoof incloses an unusually large number of nerves and blood-vessels, making injuries